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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-12, and 15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable by Matsuura et al. (US Pub. 2004/0196266). 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Matsuura et al. discloses an apparatus for 
handwriting recognition, the apparatus comprising: 

a touch-sensitive display screen (fig. 1(2)) providing a handwriting input area 
capable of detecting a handwritten user input ((fig. 1(3), [0020] - [0021]); 

and a processing device (fig. 3(18)) configured to interpret the handwritten user 
input as a symbol from a plurality of predefined symbols ([0035]), 

wherein the handwriting input area (fig. 1) includes a writing start area (fig. 1(241- 

244)), 

and wherein said writing start area (fig. 1(241-244)) is substantially smaller than 
said handwriting input area (fig. 1); 
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wherein the processing device (fig. 3(18)) is configured to provide a visual 
indication of said writing start area on said display screen (fig. 1(22), [0024]), 

and wherein the processing device (fig. 3(18)) is configured to interpret the user 
input as a symbol only if the user input starts within said writing start area and ends 
anywhere within the handwriting area (fig. 1, [0024] - [0025]). 

As to claims 2 and 18, Matsuura et al. teaches an apparatus having a user 
interface in which the display screen is included (fig. 1 ), wherein the processing device 
(fig. 3(18)) is configured to interpret the user input as a user interface control operation 
and not as a symbol if the user input starts outside of said writing start area ([0028] - 
[0029]). 

As to claims 3 and 19, Matsuura et al. discloses an apparatus wherein a 
processing device (fig. 3(18)) is configured to interpret the user input as a user interface 
control operation and not as a symbol if a pen event within said writing start area is not 
followed by a pen move event within a prescribed time period ([0045] - [0046]). 

As to claim 4, Matsuura et al. teaches an apparatus wherein said writing start 
area has a fixed location within said handwriting input area (fig. 1(241-244)). 
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As to claims 6, 7, and 20, Matsuura et al. teaches an apparatus where a 
processing device (fig. 3(18)) is configured to adjust the location of writing start area 
(fig. 1(241-244)) depending on a current cursor position (fig. 1, 4). 

As to claims 8 and 9, Matsuura et al. teaches an apparatus wherein the 
handwriting area is formed by a majority of the display screen's available presentation 
area (fig. 1 ). 

As to claims 10, 1 1 , 21 and 22, Matsuura et al. discloses an apparatus wherein 
said user input including at least one pen stroke and said processing device is 
configured to display, on said display screen, a graphical trace representing said at 
least one pen stroke prior to the interpretation thereof (fig. 1 , [0028]). 

As to claims 12 and 23, Matsuura et al. teaches an apparatus wherein plurality of 
predefined symbols includes a symbol set selected from the group consisting of: Latin 
characters, upper case characters, lower case characters, Arabic numerals, punctuation 
symbols, Cyrillic characters, Chinese characters, Japanese Kanji symbols, Japanese 
Hiragana characters and Japanese Katakana characters, and user-defined symbols (fig. 
1, [0025], 0038]). 

As to claim 15, Matsuura et al. teaches a mobile terminal for a mobile 
telecommunications system ([0016], [0083]). 
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As to claim 16, Matsuura et aL teaches an apparatus in the form of a 
portable/personal digital assistant ([0083]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 13, 14, 24, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matsuura et al. (US Pub. 2004/0196266) in view of Dutta et al. (US 
Patent 6,724,370). 

As to claims 13 and 24, Matsuura et al. discloses a character input apparatus 
with handwriting recognition capability (fig. 1). 

Matsuura et al. does not teach an apparatus where a plurality of predefined 
symbols including a first symbol set, and a second symbol set, and a writing start area 
comprising a first subarea and a second subarea wherein a processing device is 
configured to interpret the user input as a symbol from said first symbol set if the user 
input starts within said first subarea, and as a symbol from said second symbol set if the 
user input starts within said second subarea. 
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Dutta et al. teaches an apparatus wherein a plurality of predefined symbols 
including a first symbol set (fig. 3-5(abc)), and a second symbol set (fig. 3-5(123)), and 
a writing start area comprising a first subarea (fig. 3-5(abc)) and a second subarea (fig. 
3-5(123)) wherein a processing device is configured to interpret the user input as a 
symbol from said first symbol set if the user input starts within said first subarea (fig. 3- 
5(abc)), and as a symbol from said second symbol set if the user input starts within said 
second subarea (fig. 3-5(123)). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the idea of having subarea of set of symbols of Dutta et al. into the 
character input apparatus of Matsuura et al. to make a handwriting recognition device 
for user's convenient. 

As to claims 14 and 25, Matsuura et al. teaches Matsuura et al. discloses a 
character input apparatus with handwriting recognition capability (fig. 1). 

Matsuura et al. does not teach an apparatus where a plurality of predetermined 
symbols comprising a third symbol set, and a writing start area comprising a third 
subarea, wherein a processing device is configured to interpret the user input as a 
symbol from third symbol set if the user input starts within third subarea. 

Dutta et al. teaches an apparatus wherein a plurality of predetermined symbols 
comprising a third symbol set, and a writing start area comprising a third subarea, 
wherein a processing device is configured to interpret the user input as a symbol from 
third symbol set if the user input starts within third subarea (fig. 3-5). 
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Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the idea of having subarea of set of symbols of Dutta et al. into the 
character input apparatus of Matsuura et aL to make a handwriting recognition device to 
use more symbols. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Afroza Y. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1543. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 EST, 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on 571-272-7674. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AC 
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